
ñWe have seen His star in the east 

and have come to worship Him.ò 

Matthew 2:2b 
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Advent / Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

As we prepare this Advent season, we 

prepare for our Lordôs coming. This is 

what Advent means, coming. In the 

Church Year it plays out beautifully, as 

we conclude the year in anticipation of 

the Lordôs second coming and then 

transition to the new Church Year we 

prepare ourselves for the celebration of 

His first coming. All the while we 

remember why it is He came, to fulfill 

the Law on our behalf, to make Himself 

as sacrifice for the sin of the world, to 

redeem us from sin, death, and the devil. 
 

This Advent season our theme for the Wednesday services is ñLord, 

teach us to pray.ò Our Gospel texts will be focused around that of the 

Lordôs Prayer and we will take additional look at the Psalms, ñthe 

prayerbook of the Bible.ò 
 

For Christmas Day, we will be using the Christmas Day schedule, 

rather than the normal Sunday schedule. This means there will be one 

Divine Service at 10:30am and no Sunday School or Bible Study. 
 

As we begin the new Church Year, let us rejoice in another year of our 

Lord giving His gifts to us through His Sonôs coming to us and let us 

continue to eagerly await His second coming when He will resurrect 

us all and bring us to join Him in everlasting righteousness, 

innocence, and blessedness. 

 

Wednesdayôs Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14 

6pm: Advent Dinnerôs - prepared by LYF 

7pm: Advent Service - ñLord, teach us to pray.ò 
 

Christmas Eve      

Candlelight Service: 5pm & 7pm      
 

Christmas Day      

Divine Service: 10:30am       
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Substitute Symbols 
 

As we head into the Christmas season, I find it more and more difficult to keep my mind on things that are truly 

important about this time of year. 
 

If you listen to music on the radio and in stores, you would think that itôs all about Christmas trees, holly, and 

snow, snow men, and of course good old Santa. I think that if you were to shop or listen to most radio stations all 

day you would hardly hear the name of Jesus mentioned.  You certainly would never hear of the reason Jesus was 

born. 
 

It is also hard to find the time to focus on the true meaning of that earth changing event that happened over 2000 

years ago in Bethlehem.  This event is the beginning of the new beginning.  When John wrote ñIn the beginning 

was the Word and the Word was with God and the word was Godò  Was he just talking about the Genesis 

beginning, or does it carry over to ñand the Word became man and dwelt among usò as a new beginning? 
 

This is the start of a new testament, a new covenant with God.  God is restoring his relationship with us.  We are 

a new creation. 
 

There was a terrible price to pay for this restoration, but God paid it and gave this gift to us gladly. 
 

Maybe we can do some substitutions of our own.  When you see the fat man in the red suit, think of the true gift 

giver.  When you see flying reindeer, think about the animals that kept Jesus company on the day of his birth.  

When you see holly, think Holy.  When you see snowmen think wise men, and if you are wise,  

you will follow him wherever He leads you. 
 

Have a blessed Christmas.  In Christôs love,  

Tom Ruhoff, Elder 

 

     Community Crafters:   

     Any and All Ages  
 

     Wednesday Dec. 7th from 9:30-11:00 A.M. and/or 

      Tuesday Dec. 27th from 6:00-9:00 P.M. 
 

 

Work on individual projects,  

or come and work on a group project, 

     while enjoying fellowship with one another. 

 

Questions or comments,  

please contact Becky Amen. 
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       Pastoral Services to Congregation Members:     
       Sometimes pastors from other churches are asked by well meaning congregation 

members to be involved in or perform official pastoral acts and services here at Bethlehem 
(e.g., worship, baptism, communion, funerals, and marriages).  Pastoral ethics require that all 

official pastoral acts and services rest with the called pastor (s) of a congregation.  Our policy here at 
Bethlehem is that the responsibility and authority for pastoral acts or services rests with the current 

pastor called to serve the members of our congregation.  Through our call we entrust our pastor to 

shepherd and watch over the souls of the members of our flock.  Hence, pastoral acts and services held at 
Bethlehem will be conducted by Bethlehemõs pastor unless by agreement with another pastor, he is 

invited to share in or act on behalf of the pastor of Bethlehem.  In an effort to avoid ethical conflicts, any 
requests for another pastor or lay person to officiate or assist in a pastoral act or service must be reviewed 

and approved by Bethlehemõs Board of Elders.  Similarly, any requests for Bethlehemõs pastor to 
participate in the official pastoral acts and services of another congregation will be responded to in a like 

manner and with reciprocal ethical conduct.   
       In Christ's Love and Service,  

    ðBethlehem Lutheran Church Board of Elders  

The Giving Tree 
  

        The Holiday season is 

approaching and it is time to get 

together with Christ in our 

hearts to help others in need.  

Be sure to take a tag from the 

Giving Tree located in the 

narthex.  Items listed on the tags are 

suggestions ð anything would be greatly 

appreciated.  This year our congregation will 

be helping individuals at the Ron Wood 

Family Resource Center, the Senior Center for 

Shut-Ins, the Rural Center for Independent 

Living and the ñDo Drop In Centerò plus two 

other needy families with children.  The items 

listed on the tags are only suggested items.   
 

Please return your wrapped gifts to the 

church with the tags attached by Sunday, 

December 18th.  Thank you for your 

generosity! 
 

Any questionsðcontact Sharon Richison at 

841-5730 or Nancy Dunlap at 267-2183. 

New Inductive Bible Study: 
 

       When:      Monday, Nov. 28th   

       Time:        5:30pm 

       Place:       Fellowship Hall 

       Topic:       Epistles of John  

 
An in -depth look at the  

Scriptures, mapping out and 
charting and discussing.   

 
The books we will study will be the very short 

epistles of  1st, 2nd & 3rd John.   
  

Come join us!!!  
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ALTAR GUILD :     
 
New 2012 sheets are 
posted by the office 
door for Altar Guild 
volunteers.   
Especially needed now are  
people to sign up for the months 
of January & February.   

 
Thank you.  

              

All Youth Day               
                 Saturday, December 10th, 2011 
 

 Following the Sunday School Christmas Program Practice (Final Dress 

Rehearsal 9:00-11:15am) in Luther Hall, we will all meet in the Fellowship Hall 

for pizza and crafts.  Please bring $3.00 for pizza and drinks.  Correct change is 

appreciated! 

 

 The LYF will again be hosting the Christmas Store.  If your 

child wishes to buy Christmas Gifts for family & friends, they will 

find gifts they can purchase priced at $10 and under.  All gifts will be 

wrapped before your child leaves for free, so no peeking!  Participation in the 

store is not mandatory, but it does give your child a chance to shop by him/

herself in safety, so please have them bring their cash so they can shop.   

 

Craft making stations (to include making & decorating 

gingerbread houses) will be available to be made.  

  

All Youth are Invited to Attend.  All children should be picked up by 2:30pm at 

the Fellowship Hall.  We have A LOT  of fun and we hope to see you there!!! 
 

If you have any questions call Sue Farcello at 883-4550 or  

Carrie Suessmith at 247-5379. 

FOR January 2012 

Thursday, Dec. 15th  
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DECEMBER 21, 2011 - 11:30am  

 
         Ï   Mark your calendars now for a very special Christmas luncheon at  
       11:30 am on December 21st, at my home (1215 Colorado Street in Carson).  
 
 Ï We'll have a potluck, so bring your favorite side dish or dessert.   

        The main dish will be provided.   
 

 Ï We will once again have a wrapped gift exchange - but not a ñWhite  
        Elephantò  - so no more than $10 in value!    

 

 Ï This promises to be an awesome lunch and fun afternoon, please don't miss  
        this one!   Call me if you have any questions, 885-7650. 
 

  ðEllie Bethmann   

A Huge Thank You 
 

¶ To everyone who donated food 
to the food pantry for the 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
¶ To everyone who decorated the 

baskets, sorted all the food and delivered all the 
baskets. 

¶ You all helped feed 12 families for the 
Thanksgiving Holiday and beyond!!! 

 
Thank you to everyone for your generosity!!! 

   

2011 

Thrivent 

Christmas 

Social  
 

All Thrivent members 

are invited!!!  

 

WHEN:         Sunday, Dec. 4th,  

     3:00 -5:00pm  

WHERE:      Shepherd of The  

 Sierra Lutheran Church  

       3680 Hwy 395 South,  

       Carson City  

WHAT:          Fun, Fellowship  

  and Refreshments  

  to be served       
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Carpets will be shampooed on 

December 20th-23rd 

in the Fellowship Hall, 

Narthex and the Sanctuary! 

 

They need at least 2-3 days to 

dry properly, so no one will be 

allowed to walk on them until 

they are dry!!! 

 

Thank you for your 

cooperation! 

 
                    

 

Youôre Invited to Bethlehemôs  

Sunday School Christmas Program 
 

ñGood King Wenceslasò 

(Itôs All About Mercy) 

 

Sunday, December 11th  

9:15AM in Luther Hall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those participating in the program,  
our final dress rehearsal will be on  

December 10th, 9:00 -11:15am. 

From the Financial Secretary: 
 

Starting Dec. 15th 
through Jan. 31, 2012, 

your 2012 offering 
envelopes will be 

available.  They will be 
in your box in the narthex.  If you are 
not a member, but have requested 

envelopes, please check the table in 
the narthex.  

If your box is not there, please 
contact Michelle Schober at  

267-4549.                          



 

 

 

 

 

 
     Ï   We are selling ñGlass Strawsò (with or without a gift kit) as a fundraiser.  

Proceeds (50% of sales) will help us fund our local mission projects.  Using these 

straws benefits the environment and our health.  They also make a great gifts.  

Orders will be taken through Dec. 4th.  Call Lynn at 720-7330 with questions. 
 

     Ï  Christmas Potluck Supper is Tuesday, Dec. 13th, 6pm in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Bring a wrapped white elephant gift for a gift exchange. 
 

     Ï  Our Mission Project for November & December is collecting CLEAN Adult 

or Childrenôs coats, sweaters & vests through mid-December.  Place them in the 

large box marked ñCoats for Christò in the narthex. 
 

     Ï  For more information check the LWML bulletin board in the Fellowship 

Hall or call DeAnna at 461-3166. 
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Christmas Tree Decorating 

Saturday, December 3rd  
11:00am 

 
 
     Be a part of the beautification of 

our sanctuary for the Holiday  
Season.  Come to the church on  

Saturday, December 3rd, and help 
decorate the Christmas trees with 
the many Chrismons (ornaments)  

handmade by 
past and present   

Bethlehem  
members. 
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Advent season is here!!!  This means Advent dinners.  YUMMY!!!  Please be in the Fellowship Hall 

by 5pm to help cook, set up, etcé  We plan on being all cleaned up and done by 8pm. 
 

Wednesday, November 30 is Italian Night  
Bring a dessert to share. 

Let us know if you will not be able to be there.  

 
In December we have a lot going on é Come join us for food, fellowship,  
fundraising and fun! 
 

December 7 - Advent Dinner - Mexican Night.  
 Be in the fellowship hall by 5pm to help cook and set up.  
 Please bring a dessert to share. 

 
December 10 - All Youth Day  

LYF kids, please be in the Fellowship Hall by 12pm, ready to help  
with the LYF Christmas store.  BYG will be sponsoring a craft.  

 
 

December 11th is our Christmas Party, 5 - 7pm, Luther Hall.   
Bring a wrapped gift for the White Elephant Gift Exchange.  

 

 
December 14th- Advent Dinner - Soup 
 Be in the fellowship hall by 5pm to help cook and set up.  
 Please bring a dessert to share. 

 

 

 

The BYG/LYF Lock -In has been re -scheduled from  
November 25th to New Yearôs Eve!!! 

 

Come help us ring in the New Year in Luther Hall. 
 

December 31st, 6PM - 8AM  
 

 

Any questions, concerns, etcé. 

 Call/Text:   721 -2782  Thor (cell)  

    720 -9512  Anne (cell)  


