The Forgiveness of Sins

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even
so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” (John
20:21-23)

We have seen His star in the east
and have come to worship Him.”
Matthew 2:2b
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The liturgies of confession and absolution and the excommunication of
stubbornly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation are based on
this passage of Scripture and the words of Jesus in Matthew 18. Absolution and
excommunication are when Christ’s Word is applied directly to sinners. The
word of absolution, “I forgive you all your sins,” is spoken to every penitent
sinner who is brought to repentance and confesses his sins. This word gives
Christ’s forgiveness which He earned for every sinner on the cross. The word
of excommunication is spoken to every openly impenitent sinner within the
congregation who refuses to repent of his sin and believe the gospel. This word
binds the impenitent sinner’s sins to him, not because his sins are too great to
be forgiven, but because he has rejected the Gospel of forgiveness by refusing
repentance.
Absolution is not limited in that it can only be spoken only in a certain, specific
setting or by a specific person. Confession and Absolution in the Divine
Service is a helpful liturgical innovation from the past few centuries that grew
out of the practice of having a Service of Confession and Exhortation to
Communion offered to those who had announced their desire to commune or
who were preparing to receive the Sacrament. As is stated in “Gathered
Guests,” a helpful textbook on Lutheran worship, “The confession provides
worshipers with a time and a text to lead them into the dark depths of their
souls and to recognize their need for Jesus, the light of the world.”
Forgiveness can and should be offered in other situations, too. A pastor can
absolve someone from behind his desk in his study or someone who loses his
temper at a congregational meeting. A principal or teacher can absolve a
student for breaking a school rule. Brothers and sisters in Christ are to confess
their sins to one another, just as God in Christ has forgiven them. They are also
to let go of the sins others have committed against them, and commend
everyone who is impenitent to the mercy of God.

As Lutherans, we believe that Jesus’ words in John 20 give the “Office of the
Keys,” the authority to forgive and retain sins, to the whole church. This Office
can and should be used by all Christians. Corporately, the church then entrusts
the Office of the Keys to pastors so that they will be publicly exercised on
behalf of the congregation. This is an extension of the Preaching Office, to
ensure that forgiveness is offered to penitent sinners.
C. F. W. Walther, the founder of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, speaks
to the assurance we have in absolution: “At absolution, we say nothing but what
has happened. That is the precious truth that forgiveness of sins has been
acquired. If we would truly believe in absolution, with what joy would we
attend church whenever it is pronounced.” May that joy be for us all.

In Christ, Pastor

Maschke
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President’s Post:
In his Small Catechism, Martin Luther instructs us as to the
Eighth Commandment:
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies
about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend
him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.
You often hear people say, “I am my own worst critic.” While that is sometimes an accurate statement, it is by no means always the case. While constructive criticism, be it selfcriticism, or criticism in an earnest effort to assist a brother or sister in Christ, can truly be a
positive in our lives, helping us to better ourselves and address issues we may not even perceive; criticism spoken with intent or effect of betrayal, slander, or damage to reputation, is
not only unkind and unhelpful, it is sin. We all fall short in one way or another, and in this
area, many of us fall short indeed.
This particular sin, while forgiven through the grace and sacrifice of our precious Lord,
is nonetheless harmful to ourselves, to our brothers and sisters, to our relationships, and to the
various groups and organizations of which we are a part. Unfortunately, this sin is not absent
from our Church. I do not believe it to be any more endemic or injurious to our Church than
any other, but nonetheless, it is hurtful to individuals, to our Church, and to our mission to
serve our Lord.
I ask each of you to remember the words of Christ in His Sermon on the Mount, “Judge
not, that you be not judged.”
If you have sincere concerns about a brother or sister, have courage, go to them directly
and address it; follow the instruction of Matthew 18:15-17 for conflict resolution. I will do
my best to do so, but in the meantime, I’ll be over here pulling the plank out of my own eye.
The Lord bless thee, and keep thee:
The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.
In Christ, Brian Filter, President
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Elder’s Page
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. – Acts 2:1-2
“Do you believe in miracles?! Yes!!” – the words of Al Michaels as he called the end of the hockey game
between the USA and the Soviet Union in the 1980 Olympics. A group of college kids had beaten the
dominant team of the previous two decades in one of sports’ most unlikely upsets in history. For many
Americans, having just exited the 1970s – Vietnam, Watergate, OPEC, the hostage crisis in Iran – it was
more than just another gold medal. It was a morale boost that, in its own small way, helped begin to restore Americans’ confidence.
Jesus’ disciples on the eve of Pentecost had also been on an emotional roller coaster the previous two
months. They had seen Him ride into Jerusalem to the cheers of the crowd, then seen Him crucified, then
He rose from the dead, and finally ascended into heaven, leaving them alone for the moment. We can understand if they were a bit wrung out after all of this. Some were even asking Jesus, right up to His ascension, if He was going to restore the kingdom to Israel. Although they had witnessed the fulfillment of His
redemptive work, they still didn’t quite get it. They needed a real miracle.
In our culture, the word “miracle” is used for a lot of relatively mundane things (such as sporting events –
see above). But Jesus had shown His disciples the real thing on many occasions, culminating with his
resurrection and ascension. Finally, on Pentecost, the final piece of the puzzle fell into place with one last
great miracle – their baptism with the Holy Spirit. At last they understood clearly and began to spread the
gospel, starting in Jerusalem and eventually throughout the whole world. It was the Holy Spirit that gave
these otherwise ordinary men the faith, wisdom, understanding, and confidence to speak boldly in Jesus’
name.
This is the time of year that we most appreciate the Holy Spirit and the work He has done all these centuries. The Church would not be sustainable without Him and each believer’s faith depends on Him. Luther writes in the Small Catechism, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.” Even Jesus’ disciples, who had seen it all with their
own eyes, needed the Holy Spirit to complete the process.

We’re now in the season where we remember the end of Jesus’ ministry, His ascension into heaven, and
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the early church. Let’s all take some extra time to appreciate what a
great miracle that was, and to pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to strengthen each of us, our
church here at Bethlehem, and the Christian Church throughout the world.

Paul Eckert,
Elder, Bethlehem Lutheran Church
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Mission Highlights.

Mission Opportunities supported by Bethlehem Lutheran—Missouri Synod Church—located in
the narthex are flyers for the family of Rev Douglas & Angela Thompson family who is serving the
Lord in Ghana, West Africa and Rev. Brian and Amanda Gauthier and family who is serving the Lord
in Panama and for our own Melissa Karges who is serving in Ethiopia.
Please feel free to take a flyer, read about the work these families are doing and, if you so desire,
donate to support them.

———————————————————————————————-

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Mission Trip June 15-22, 2019
MMM—Monthly Missionary Meals
Fund Raisers being scheduled to raise the funding
for our short-term mission trip to Guatemala
(recommended donation will be $5 per person.
All funds will be going towards our trip).

Plan to attend our next fund raiser on May 19th.
Come and enjoy!!
If you would like to help provide food for the May 19th fellowship meal, please contact
Samantha Hoover at 775-508-9577 or talk to Lora Spiker, our church secretary.

Members signed up to go to Guatemala are: Curt & Diane Drumm,
Carrie Suessmith, Samantha Hoover, Rev. Jedidiah, Anna, and Ali Maschke,
Heather Bugg, Mandy and Marshall Henningsen, Nancy Dunlap, Sarah and
Renee Allen.
Sincerely, Samantha Hoover

Interested in getting to know your new assigned elder, don’t hesitate to contact him.
Please see below the assignments.
Adam-Denison
Dennis Strange
775-434-7285
Devlin-Hudson
Jeff Davey
775-790-1964
Jackson-Maruca
Paul Eckert
775-720-8724
Maschke-Spiker
Josh Karges
775-230-6212
Stafford-Zuber
Ed Gansberg
775-722-0161
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CARE AND SHARE

The new Care and Share team at Bethlehem is to assist our church family and
friends in emergencies or when someone is hurting/ill and needs assistance. Please
fill out the form below to let us know how you may be able to assist someone.
Thank you!
If you or a loved one needs assistance, please call the Church Secretary, who will
pass the information to the Care and Share team in order to locate a volunteer to
help.
———————————————————————————————————

Please fill out info below and return to the church office.
Your Name________________________________________
Phone number______________________________________
Areas where I can assist:
_____Childcare
_____Yard care
_____Pet care
_____Shopping/errands
_____Meal preparation
_____Visits in home, hospital or rehab
_____Transportation to appointments
_____Transportation to church
_____Car repair
_____Home repair
_____Other
Board of Outreach – April 2019
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Help is needed!
If you can help, please contact the individuals below for
more details.
Food Pantry assistance
2019 hours and days are Mondays from 2:30pm-4:30pm and
Fridays from 11:00am—1:00pm.
Training is available for you if you are interested in assisting.
Description of a volunteer:
A person who freely offers his or her services.
FISH—$40 for 40th Anniversary
As they celebrate their 40th anniversary this year, they are looking back on all that’s been accomplished, and all they would like to continue doing.
FISH started out in May 1979 when a group of organizations helping the community decided to band together and work under one name. They started out as a small food closet, and then began offering shelter services
and then a family dining room for daily hot meals. As they discovered unmet needs in our community, they
expanded their services, or supported other organizations that can fill the gap. Today, FISH has grown to
become rural Nevada’s largest and most complete social services program.
They want to continue growing and helping others so this year they are promoting $40 donations to help benefit the community. Each month they are going to focus on different needs for individuals and families in our
community. Let’s help give them a hand up to others. Your $40 donation will go towards helping the less
fortunate in our community. Thank you in advance for your generosity!
Donate today! $40 to celebrate their 40th Anniversary!
See the fish bowl in the narthex, pick up an envelope, fill it and drop it back in the fish bowl.
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a Charter Member with Friends In Service Helping.

60th anniversary committee!!
Our committee is working on the 60th anniversary celebration event
scheduled for September 15th, 2019.
(1959-2019)
Interested in helping to organize it? We are looking for members (all ages) to meet and plan the anniversary
celebration. Last celebration was 9/11/14 for our 55th anniversary. If you were involved with that celebration, we would appreciate your input in this one.
Next Meeting May 1
If you would like more information, please leave your name with Lora, the church secretary and she will keep
you informed on meetings, updates, etc.
Committee members - Sally Allen, Nancy Dunlap, Jim Gansberg, Marshall & Mandy Henningson,
Pastor Maschke, Dianne Medlock, Susan MisnerLoretta Netzel, Diane Schneberger,
Bob & Lora Spiker, Todd & Carrie Suessmith.
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Still looking for a permanent Organist. Spread the word, or if you know anyone, speak with them and have them apply for this paid position.
Organist Needed: Would you like to play our magnificent pipe organ?
Opportunities are available to play for our worship services. If you or someone
you know is interested in glorifying God with their musical abilities, please notify Pastor Maschke or your Elder or leave a message with Lora in the Church
Office at 882-5252 or by email at lspiker@blcs.org.
Church Choir and Bell Choir are looking for your voice and your hands.

Bell Choir is looking for a new instructor. Are you interested? Do you know anyone who would
be interested? Contact Lora Spiker, Church Secretary for more information.
Contact Susan Misner if you are interested and connect with her for practice dates and times.
—————————————————————————————————————————-

Scrip
Do you shop? Do you eat out?
Do you know you can support our schools by filling out a form???
Complete the family order form that is located in the narthex
and purchase gift cards for friends, family and/or yourself. Return the form to the church office and the following week your
gift cards will be available to pick up or it will be placed in
your box. Each retailer gives the school a rebate and that rebate is divided between Bethlehem Lutheran School and Sierra Lutheran High school. Order forms are also available at
slhs.com and blcs.org.

Community Crafters for Any and All ages
Do you knit, crochet, quilt, paint, etc.?
Tuesday, May 21st and May 28th
@3:00pm and
every Saturday @10:30am.
Are you interested in sharing and/or teaching
your crafty talents to other interested
ladies and young adults,
come and visit the crafter meeting.

Bring a project, work on it and share ideas with other club members.
Any questions, contact Sally Allen at 841-5561.
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Sunday School Corner

May is the last full month of Sunday School, which means we are coming to the end of
our Sunday School year. The Sunday School year will end on Sunday, June 2nd with a Sunday School send-off in the fellowship hall. We will also be doing a Sunday School service
project during the month of May. Details will be sent home and more information about this
project will be in the bulletin during the month of May. The classes will be finishing up Unit
2 of the Answers in Genesis Curriculum. Classes are going well and many of the Sunday
School kids and youth are enjoying the Bible study and discussions and they are continuing
to grow in their understanding of the entire creation account. It is not too early to think about
our next year Sunday School year starting August 18th. We are always looking for more volunteers to help with teaching classes and supporting the Sunday School in extra activities
such as the Christmas program and our recent Easter for Families Event. Please prayerfully
consider how you can help teach and encourage the kids and youth in our church as they continue to grow in their understanding through regular attendance of Church and Sunday
School. This is an important role that will help spread the gospel to future generations.
Please talk to Lora Strange (307-349-7946) or Josh Gansberg (775-443-7640) if you have
questions or need more information.
——————————————————————————————————A big thank you to all the volunteers that helped make our April 5th Easter
for Families Event a successful outreach with the true meaning of the Easter
Story. This event could not have happened without you! We would like to
thank the following people; Josh, Butch, Stephanie Gansberg, Todd and Carrie Suessmith, Samantha Hoover, Shelby Green, Nancy Dunlap, Sally Allen, Lynn Tappan, Alex and Analise Garrett, Alisha Lamprecht-Wasson, Pierce and Hunter Lamprecht, Josh Buaghman, Cathy Halen, Dennis and Nicholas Strange, and Kaylee Redus.
————————————————————————————
Youth Leader wanted—We have a small youth group that is in need of a
dynamic leader.
Do you consider yourself interested and capable, love to work with the
young adults of this church? Talk with Pastor Maschke.
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Bethlehem Lutheran School News
Grade Preschool through 8th grade

Information regarding the school may be found on the school website www.blcs.org
Update on Events
May 3 @7:00pm — Choir Program (donations 2 cans pp to restock church’s food pantry)
May 17 @7:00pm — Speech/Drama Program (donation 2 cans pp to restock church’s food pantry)
May 24 @8:30am — “K” and PreK Promotion Day
May 29
BBQ and Field Day 1st—8th grades
May 30
8th Grade Graduation
June 1-14
Camp Invention
————————————————————————————————————————————-

Box Tops for Education
Please place your box tops in the cereal box in the narthex.

They will be used by the school for rebates for the school to use.
——————————————————————————————————————

Preschool & Kindergarten
We feature a curriculum based program that includes circle time, centers, art,
music, snack, outdoor play and Bible time.
See www.blcs.org to find all pertinent information.
———————————————————————————————————–——————————————————————————————————————————————
Sierra Lutheran High School is a Christ-centered secondary school, directed by the Word of God,
which offers a broad-based and innovative college preparatory curriculum that challenges
students to use their God-given gifts and talents in order to become productive, literate, and
faithful citizens.

“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given us, let us use them.” Romans 12:6
————————————————————————————————————————————–———————-——————————————————————————————

Schedule for Sierra Lutheran High School - Upcoming Fun Dates:
May 3—Prom @ Silver Oaks 7:30pm-11:00pm
May 14—Honor//Award night—6:30pm—7:30pm
May 23—Senior Recognition night—6:30pm—7:30pm
May 25—Graduation 10am—11:30am
June 14 & 15 Rummage sale
Special Note: Sierra Lutheran High School is actively planning for the 2019-20 school year. They are
looking to fill the following positions: Cross-Country Coach; Cheer Coach; PE instructor (part-time);
Secretary/Receptionist (full-time). Please contact the school at 775-267-1921 if you are interested or know
of anyone who might be interested. Please also keep the filling of these positions in your prayers. Also, their
new student application window for next year is open and they would love to meet anyone from our church
family that is seeking an excellent education in a Christ-centered culture.
Golf classic Saturday, June 1st—SLHS invites you to enter a foursome in the school’s Sierra Golf
Classic on Saturday, at Silver Oak Golf Course. $100.00 includes greens fees, coffee and donuts, BBQ lunch, a tournament polo shirt and a a swag bag. Registration deadline is May 3rd.
To register, email bunderwood @slhs.com.
All proceeds benefit Sierra Lutheran High School Athletic Department.
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Lutheran Women In Mission
All women are invited to join us as we continue to
“Serve the Lord with Gladness”.
May 14th @6:00 is our last meeting of the year
before summer break. We will be electing officers for the
upcoming year, so please come and vote!
All ladies are invited to attend.
———————————————————————————————
LWML Spring Bake sale had a fabulous turn out of great goodies and
donations. Thank you for helping us support our mission.
——————————————————————————May 18th is the LWML Zone 10 Spring Rally at
Our Savior in Sparks.
We will meet at church at 8:30am and carpool. All women are invited to join in for
an uplifting day with our sisters in Christ. We will also share more information to
plan the LWML CNH District Convention which will be at
the Sparks Nugget in June, 2020.
Call Lynn Tappan @720-7330 with questions or if you want to carpool.
God bless you all—President Lynn Tappan
The LWML motto is “Serve the Lord with Gladness!” — Psalm 100:2

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
held every Friday from 6:30am-7:30am at Black Bear Diner
900 S. Carson Street, Carson City. All men are invited.

Spend Friday morning studying and discussing the Scriptures
for the upcoming weekend while enjoying fellowship with one another.

Silver Lights—Men and women (age 50+) are welcome to come!
————————————————————————————

11:30am Luncheon at Black Bear Diner
Wednesday, May 15, 2019
Come and join us.
Plan on joining us for our luncheon.

PAGE 11

May 2019

FOOD PANTRY ASSISTANCE
YTD
Total

Families

Jan.

2019

8

9

14

2018

12

20

19

20

13

19

18

17

15

15

12

16

196

2017

3

2

9

17

8

8

12

8

19

16

14

11

127

2016

5

7

11

5

12

5

2

4

7

3

6

2

69

Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

31

Bethlehem Lutheran Food Pantry
2019 Food Pantry times are Monday from 2:30-4:30pm
and Friday from 11:00am—1:00pm
and is open to all members of our church and of the community.
Please spread the word.
If interested in volunteering to assist with the Food Pantry,
(Duties include stocking the shelves with donated food and assisting the walk-in patrons).
Contact Sally Allen for more information. (cell #721-4629)

Thank you to all who have donated.
(tax donation forms are available in the church office)
With your support, thousands of hungry people will gain access to nutritious food
and hope for a better future.
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a Charter Member with F.I.S.H—Friends In Service Helping.

“MITES FOR MISSIONS”

2018 was $707.49

2019 goal is

$1,000.00
January $71.42, February $34.33 , March $51.65, April $58.11=
(215.51)
Balance to go!!
$784.49
Our Mite boxes are now collecting for California Gospel Outreach via ESL Class at Faith LCMS,
Seaside, California. This grant will be used to fund ESL classes with a target size of 15-20 adults, as a
means to spreading the Gospel message to Faith’s Latino neighbors.
God Bless & Thanks to Bethlehem’s Men, Women & Children.
PLEASE KEEP PUTTING YOUR LOOSE CHANGE IN YOUR MITE BOXES and
HELP US REACH OUR 2019 GOAL!!
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Serving the Lord in May
Greeters
To volunteer, call greeting coordinator,
Mary Ann Meals, 297-3721

Altar Guild
Volunteer Needed

Sun, May 5

8:00am
10:30am
Sun, May 12 8:00am
10:30am
Sun, May 19 8:00am
10:30am
Sun, May 26 8:00am
10:30am

Sharon Wentzlaff
Loretta Netzel
Gloria Voss
Jeanne Denison
Peggy Morris
Shelby Greene
Kathy Jackson
Leonard Frederick

Elders
Sun, May 5

Dennis Strange

Sun, May 12

Josh Karges

Sun. May 19

Jeff Davey

Sun, May 26

Paul Eckert

Acolytes
Sun, May 5

8:00am
10:30am
Sun, May 12 8:00am
10:30am
Sun, May 19 8:00am
10:30am
Sun, May 26 8:00am
10:30am

William Strange
Nicholas Strange
Chloe Friend
James Wallace
Leo Gagen
Clayton Jones
Charles Gagen

Madelyn Monson
& Analise Garrett

Ushers
Sun, May 5

8:00am Henry Wentzlaff,

Skippy Allen,
Brian Filter, Bob Larson
10:30am Curt Drumm,
Todd Suessmith,
Leonard Frederick,
Bob Spiker
Sun, May 12 8:00am Henry Wentzlaff,

Videographer
Sun, May 5
Sun, May 12
Sun, May 19
Sun, May 26

Hunter Lamprecht
Eric Thomas
Pierce Lamprecht
Dylan Friend

Skippy Allen,
Brian Filter, Bob Larson
10:30am Curt Drumm,
Todd Suessmith,
Leonard Frederick,
Bob Spiker
Sun, May 19 8:00am Jeff Bargmann, Stan Zuber,

Steve White
10:30am Jim Gansberg, Lee Labahn,

Altar Flowers

Alex Bernhard.
Sun, May 26 8:00am Jeff Barmann, Stan Zuber,

Sun, May 5
Sun, May 12
Sun, May 19
Sun, May 26

Steve White
Ed & Rachel Gansberg

10:30am Jim Gansberg, Lee Labahn,

Alex Bernhard.
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May 6
Paul & Cecelia Eckert
May 5
May 7
May 9
May 11
May 12
May 14
May 21
May 24
May 25

Pierce Lamprecht
Dianne Medlock
Tom Weninger
Todd Suessmith
Scott Snow
Aiden Fredlund
Christopher Borges
Nancy Dunlap
Susie Bargmann
Kimberly Eckert
May 26 Shirley Kincheloe
May 29 Jan Marson
May 31 Vanessa Bernhard
Erika Filter
Lora Spiker

Years
24

May 16
Richard & Heather Reyburn

21

May 22
Butch & Rachel Gansberg

37

May 28
Mike & Lynn Tappan

42

May 31
Bob & Julie Gagen

20

REMINDER:
Please feel free to submit articles or information for the
weekly bulletins and/or newsletter. Input is due in the
church office by Wednesday at noon each week.
Thanks,
Lora Spiker, Church Secretary

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
1837 N. Mountain Street
Carson City, Nevada 89703
775-882-5252

www.blcs.org

Happenings in May
5/1 @5:30pm
60th Anniversary committee meeting
@6:30pm
Choir Practice
5/3 @6:30am
Men’s Bible Study/prayer Breakfast
5/4 @10:30am
Community Crafters
5/6 @6:00pm
Council Meeting
5/8 @6:30pm
Choir practice
5/10 @6:30am
Men’s Bible Study/Prayer breakfast
5/11 @10:30am
Community Crafters
5/12 Happy Mother’s Day!
5/14 @6:00pm
LWML meeting
5/15 @11:30am
Silver Lights Luncheon @ Black Bear Diner. All over 50 welcome.
@6:30pm
Choir Practice
5/17 @6:30am
Men’s Bible Study/Prayer Breakfast
5/18 @10:30am
Community Crafters
5/19 @noon
MMM Luncheon—All are welcome
5/21 @3:00pm
Community Crafters
@5:30pm
All Board’s Meeting
5/22 @6:30pm
Choir Practice
5/24 @6:30am
Men’s Bible Study/Prayer Breakfast
5/25 @10:30am
Community Crafters
5/27 Happy Memorial Day!
5/28 @3:00pm
Community Crafters
5/29 @6:30pm
Choir practice
5/31 @6:30am
Men’s Bible Study & Prayer Breakfast

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it..”—Psalm 118:24.

